
2024-2025 Financial Aid



Financial Aid Available at SGTC

Federal Funds
 PELL

 FSEOG

 Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant

 Federal Work Study

State Funds
 HOPE Grant

 HOPE Career Grant

 Zell Miller Grant

 HOPE Scholarship

 Zell Miller Scholarship

 REACH Georgia



What is FAFSA and why the FAFSA is 

important?
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form.

SGTC uses your FAFSA data to determine your federal aid eligibility.



What is FAFSA Simplification?

 Simplification Act of 2021

 Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2022

 Largest overall of federal student aid legislation

 Streamlined application process 

 Expansion of aid eligibility



New Terminology on the FAFSA

EFC – Estimated Family 
Contribution

SAI – Student 
Aid Index

SAR – Student Aid 
Report

FSS – FAFSA 
Submission 
Summary

Students/parents/spouses

Contributors



How Financial Aid Works

• Start 
Planning 
Early

1st

• Fill Out the 
FAFSA Form

2nd • Review Your 
Aid Offer 

3rd

• Check the 
Status of 
your Aid with 
SGTC

4th • Complete the 
Verification 
Process if 
Applicable

5th

• Get Your Aid

6th



Common FAFSA Mistakes

 Not Completing the FAFSA Form

 Not Using the Correct Website

 Not Getting an FSA ID Ahead of 

Time

 Waiting to Fill Out 

the FAFSA Until After You File 

Taxes

 Not Filing by the Deadline

 Not Reading Definitions 

Carefully

 Inputting Incorrect Information

 Not Reporting Parent 

Information

 Listing only one college

 Not Using the URS Data 

Retrieval Tool

 Not Signing the FAFSA Form



2024-2025 FAFSA Updates

 Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) – required for all students and parents

 IRS Data Retrieval Tool – will become Federal Tax Information (FTI) and no 

longer optional 

 Shorter application with few questions

 Role-Based

 Dependent students must invite parent into FAFSA but either one can begin 

the application

 Consent and Approval – required for tax information 



Federal Student Aid ID

 Student Aid Log-in required

 New users FSA ID must match w/ SSA before use (up to 3 days)

 Two-step verification required each log-in

 Married-Filing-Separate or Unmarried Living Together: Both parents will need an 

FSA ID 

 Dependent students - to invite parent, student invite information must match 

contributors FSA ID (name, DOB, SSN)

 Spouses will also need an FSAID



Users Without a Social Security Number

 Limited functionality when creating an account

 Mailing address, email, phone number, two-step verification

 Parents or spouses (contributors) of student or citizen of a 
Freely Associated State will have to answer knowledge-
based verification questions to verify identify

 Derived from personal identifiers

 Generated by a credit bureau but no credit check is performed, 
and no credit history is pulled

 One to four verifiable questions

 1-800-433-3243: FSAIC



Logging in to Complete the FAFSA

www.studentaid.gov School code: 005617



Independent Students 

Provides Consent
➢ Informs the student about consent and 

their federal tax information. 

➢ Student’s federal tax information is 
transferred directly into the FAFSA®

form from the IRS to help complete the 

Student Financials section.

➢ The student selects "Approve" to 

provide consent and is taken to the 

next page.

➢ Do not approve: student becomes 

ineligible for all federal aid



Dependent Students 
➢ As the student is considered 

dependent, they are asked to 
provide information about their 
parents.

➢ The FAFSA® form considers their 
“Parent” to be their legal 
(biological or adoptive) parent. 



Dependent Student Invites Parents to 

FAFSA® Form

The student is asked to enter personal information about their parents to send them an 

invite to their FAFSA® form. In this scenario, the student invites one parent



Dependent 

Student FAFSA®

Confirmation
Displays information about 

tracking the student’s 
FAFSA form and next 

steps. 



FAFSA Submission Summary Landing Page

 The FAFSA Submission Summary is 

broken into four tabs: Eligibility 

Overview, FAFSA Form Answers, 

School Information, and Next 

Steps. 

 Student will see information about 

when their form was received and 

processed. They also have the 

option to print their FAFSA 

Submission Summary to keep for 

their records. 



What is the SAI?

 Student Aid Index 

 Replaces Estimated Family Contribution(EFC)

 Can be a negative number (-1500)

 Changes income information originally calculated 

into Pell Grant eligibility

 Removes child support received, VA noneducation 

benefits, untaxed income, housing allowances



Enrollment Intensity



Enrollment Intensity



Other Changes Due to FAFSA 

Simplification

 Half-time enrollment during summer is no longer a requirement to receive 
more than 100% of a year’s Pell Grant.

 No longer can FAFSA be renewed

 Family size – replaces household size and pulls directly from taxes but can be 
updated



How Can I Prepare?

 Visit www.studentaid.gov

 Create/update existing password and keep it in a discreet place

 Update email address, phone numbers, name

 Ask your parent/spouse questions

 Finalize a time to complete application with parent

 December 2023 – no precise date

http://www.studentaid.gov/


For more information, you may reach 

us at:

Jasmine Mercer

• Americus Campus

• 229.931.2693

• jmercer@southgatech.edu

Lacy Bailey

• Americus Campus

• 229.931.2755

• lbailey@southgatech.edu

Jennifer Gilmore

• Cordele Campus

• 229.271.4043

• jennifer.gilmore@southgatech.edu

mailto:jmercer@southgatech.edu
mailto:lbailey@southgatech.edu
mailto:jennifer.gilmore@southgatech.edu

